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THE  CITRUS  FRUIT  SITUATION  IN  THE  jTION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  citrus  fruit  season  is  nearly  over  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
Total  shipments  to  October  9,  as  reported  by  C.  C  Taylor,  Agricultural  Attache' 
at  Pretoria,  amounted  to  1,734,000  boxes  as  compared  with  1,890,000  "boxes  to 
the  same  date  in  1930  and  1,144,000  boxes  in  1129.     The-  largest  shipments  are 
made  during  the  period  June-September,  with  the  season  opening  about  the  first 
of  May  and  closing  the  last  of  October. 

Monthly  shipments  during  the  season  have  been  more  uniform  than  in  pre- 
vious years.     This  was  due  principally  to  unusually  heavy  rains  in  July,  which 
prevented  the  pic?-dLng  of  mature  fruit  and  delayed  the  maturing  of  other  fruit, 
combined  with  the  fact  that  early  shipments  wore  unusually  heavy  this  year.  In 
the  case  of  grapefruit,  shipments  were  somewhat  postponed  in  the  hope  of  receiv- 
ing better  prices  at  a  later  date.    Frost  damaged  the  citrus  crop  in  the  Kat 
River  Valley  in  Eastern  Cape  Province  in  July,  which  is  unusual  in  South  Africa, 
while  at  Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia,  the  first  injurious  frost  in  14  years  oc- 
curred.    Shipments,  were  not  delayed  on  this  account,  it  is  said,  but  fruit  on 
the  trees  was  injured  to  the  extent  of  making  20,000  cases  unfit  for  exports. 
T>vo  orchard  heaters    have  been  ordered  for  experimental  purposes  from  California, 
which  will  be  the  first  introduction  of  smudge  pots  into  South  Africa. 

SOUTH  AFRICA:     Shipments  of  citrus  f raits,  season  1930-31  by 
months,  with  comparative  totals  for  1929  and  1930 


Month  Oranges     *  Grapefruit  '  Tangerines  '      Lemons  Total 


:  Bo  ye  s        :  Br  xes        :      Boxes        :      Boxes        :  Boxes 

April  24-30  :   ■               462:  —  :                      :  '                    :  462 

May  :  52,331:  20,072;             1,573:                      :  103,976 

June  :  356,89  7  ;  38,966:             8.998:                 425:  405,286 

July  :  304,023:  35,681:             4,240:             1,465;  345,410 

August  :  314,538  :  27,546;             1,100:             1,855:  345,240 

September  ;  348,604:  15,315:                688:                 645:  365,253 

October  9  :  "164,000;  3,000:  120;  600:  16S.000 

Total  to          :  :  ■                      :  : 

October  9,      L*  :  :                      :  : 

1931  :  1,571,000;          141.000:  17,000;  5.000:  1,734,000 

Total  to  same;  :  :  : 

date  1930  :  1.771,000;          105,000;                  14,000  :  1.690.000 

Total  to  same:  :  :  : 

date  1929  :  1,050,000  :  84,000:                10,000                 :  1,144,000 
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South  African  season  being  lengthened 

According  to  Mr.  Taylor,  efforts  are  "being  made  in  South  Africa  to 
lengthen  the  citrus  fruit  season.     It  is  hoped  that  oranges  may  he  brought  on 
the  market  as  early  as  March,  and  that  the  season  may  he  extended  to  February. 
In  the  first  case,  it  has  been  found  that  by  treating :N-avel  oranges  with 
ethylene  gas  they  may  be  marketed  much  earlier.     Chambers  are  being  installed 
for  this  purpose  at  several  packing  houses    and  the  fruit  thus  artificially 
colored,  has  been  found  of  sufficient  juice  and  sugar  content  to  be  used  on 
local  markets  in  March,  when  the  supply  is  at  low  ebb.     At  the, other  end  of  the 
season,  it  has  been  found  that  navels  may  be  left  on  the  trees  for  picking  dur- 
ing November  and. December  and  Yalencias  may  be  left  until  January.  Out-of-sea- 
son  fruit  is  not  unusual  in  the  Transvaal.     Sometimes  there  is  little  rain  in 
September  and  an  abundant  supply  in  November!    Unless  irrigation  and  fertili- 
zation have  been  used,  this  causes  a  light  bloom  in  September  and  a  second 
blooming  in  November  or  even  later.     This  out-of-season  fruit  has  been  re- 
moved in  the  past  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  regular  crop  and  as  a  means  of 
controlling  fruit  fly  and  other  nests.     However,  it  is  this  out-of-season  fruit 
which  might  be  left  on  the  trees  to  supply  the  home  markets  with  later  fruit, 
and  should  it  be  found  practicable  to  do  this,  it  is  probable  that  local  con- 
sumption of  oranges  would  increase  to  such  an  extent  that  exports  would  be  pro- 
portionately decreased. 

Local  markets  are  of  increasing  importance  to  citrus  producers  in  South 
Africa.     In  1924  there  were  658,146  cases  of  oranges  and  3,53G  cases  of  grape- 
fruit sold  locally,  while  in  1925,  these  figures  increased  to  875,552  cases  of 
oranges  and  4,108  cases  of  grapefruit,  and  in  1926,  to  1,202,998  cases  of 
oranges  and  55,862  cases  of  grapefruit.     The  Western  Province  Citrus  Exchange, 
established  at  Pearl  three  years  ago,  sells  practically  all  of  its  fruit  on  the 
local  markets.,  where  better  prices  were  obtained  last  season  than  from  overseas 
shipments . 

Prices 

The  average  price  received  overseas  for  Valencia  oranges  shipped  from 
Southern  Rhodesia  during  1930  was  $3.90  per  box.  as  compared  with  $3.80  for  all 
varieties  of  oranges..    This  was  barely  profitable.     The  prices  received  for 
South  African  fruit,  however,  were'  from  50  cents  to  75  cents:  per  box  better 
than  those  received  by  Brazilian  shippers.    On  the  other  hand,  oranges  from 
California  were  reported  to  be  selling  within  25  cents  to  50  cents  of  the  best 
prices  for  South  African  oranges.     In  view  of  the  low  net  re  turns  ■  on  citrus 
fruit,  it  is  probable  that  new  plantings  will  be  very  light.  .... 


